A 


DISCOURSE 


BETWEEN +: 


A SOUL HUNGRY AND THIRSTY 
AFTER 


THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, THE SWEET LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST, . 


AND 


A SOUL ENLIGHTENED. 


&sSHEWING 


Which Way one Soul fhould feek after and comfort another, and ' 
bring it by Means of its Knowledge into the Paths of Curist’s | 
Pilgrimage, and faithfully warn it of the thorny Way of the 
World, which leadeth the fallen Soul that naturally walketh : 
therein, into the .4by/s or Pit of Hell. 


Compofed by a Soul that loveth all who are the Children of Jesus Curist+ 
under the Cro/s. 
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WAY FROM DARKNESS 


z NE 
TO 
¿7 4a 3 


IRON E a 


aoa HERE was a poor Soul that had wandered out of Parade and come 
mo the Kingdom of this World; where the Devil met with it, and faid 


ra E “ Whither doft thou go thou Soul that art half blind po 


A Y be Soul faid, 
“tee fee and fpeculate into the Creatures of the World, which the Creator hath 
made. 
- The Devil feid, 


How wilt thou fee and fpeculate into them, when thou canft not know their Effence 
and Property ? Thou wilt look upon their Outfide only, as cee a graven mages and 


scantt not know hem m throughly: A <a 
. The Soul faid, . Os Sh ace ce 
t How ay I come to o know their Effence and Property ? E: 


The Devil faid, Hu 
Thine Eyes would be opened to fee them throughly, if thou didft but eat of that 
-from whence the Creatures themíelves are come to be good and evil, Thou woudl: 
then be as Gee himfelf i is, and know what the Creature i is. | 


atte ts : p or a 


Mo te TI = Fhe Sol faid, e 
Ñ la am now a noble and holy Creature; but if I fhould do fo, the Creator hath ns 
that 1 fhould die. 

The Devil faid, 


No, thou fhouldít not die at all; but thy Eyes would be Speied: and thou wouldft 
“be as God himíelf, and be Mafter "of Good and Evil. Alfo, thou fhouldft be mighty, 
‘powerful, and very great, as I am; all the Subtiley that is in the nae would be 
made known to thee. 
: The Soul faid, — - 


“WL had the Pores of Nature and of the ia ie then rale the male 
ici liked, Hors eis 
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The Way from Darknefs to True Illumination. 
l = The Devil faid, 
-orhe whole Ground of that Knowledge lieth in thee. Do but turn thy Will and Defire 


from God or Goodnefs into Nature and the Creatures, and then there will arife in thee 
a Luft to taftes and fo thou maycft eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, and 


by that Means come to know all Things. 


The Soul foid, 

Well then, I will eat of the Tree o Knowledge of Good and Evil, that I may rule alt 

Things by my own Power; and be of myfelf a Lord on Earth, and do what I will, as 
God himfelf doth... a Satan da oe” ye Se a e 

ba The Devil faid, 


lam the Prince of this World; and if thou wouldft rule on Earth, thou muft turn 
thy Loft towards my Image, or defire to be like me, that thou mayeft get the Cunning, 


” 


< Wir, Reafon, and Subtilty, that my Image hath. 


f Thus did the Devil prefent to the Soul the Vulcan in the Mercury (the Power that is 
$n the fiery Root of the Creature) that is, the fiery Wheel of Effence or Subítance, in 


the Form of a Serpent. Upon which, 


The Soul faid, O 
k Behold, this is the Power which can do all Things.—What muft I do to get it? 
The Devil faid, E Api 


Thou thyf1f art alfo fuch a fiery Mercury. If thou doft break thy Will off from God, 
“and bring it into this Power and Skill, then thy hidden Ground will be manifefted in thee, 
‘and: thou mayeft work in the fame Manner. But thou muft eat of that Fruit, wherein 
each of the four Elements in itíelf ruleth over the other, and is in Strife; the Heat 
ftriving againít the Cold, and the Cold againft the Heat; and fo all the Properties of 
Nature work feclingly. And then thou wilt inftantly be as the fiery Wheel is, and fo 
bring all Things into thine own Power, and pofiefs them as thine own. 


anta par OU The Soul did Jo, : and what happened thereupon. ` 


w 


Now when the Soul broke its Will thus off from God, and brought it into the Mer- 
cury, or the fiery Will (which is the Root of Life and Power) there prefently arofe in it 
a Luft to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil; and the Soul did eat thereof. 
Which as foon as it had done, Vulcan (or the Artificer in the Fire) inftantly kindled the 
fiery Wheel of its Subftance, and thereupon all the Properties of ‘Nature awoke in the 
Soul and exercifed each its own Luft and Defire. eh” feat ee 
Firft arofe the Lutt of Pride; a Defire to be great, mighty, and powerful; to bring 
„all Things under Subjeétion to it, and fo to be Lord itfelf without Control; deípiling 
-all Humility and Equality, as efteeming itfelf- the only prudent, witty, and cunning 
One, ‘and accounting gvery Thing Folly that is not according to its own Humour and 


i 


“Liking z pi 
Secondly arofe the Luft of Covetoufnefs; a Defire of getting, which would draw all 
¿Things to itfelf, into its own Poffeffion. For when the Luft of Pride had turned away 


ak 


would take Care for itfelf ; and therefore brought its Defire into the Creatures, viz. into 
the Earth, Metals, Trees, and other Creatures. Thus the kindled fiery Life became 
hungry aid covetous, when it had broken itfelf off, from the Unity, Love; and’ Meek- 


, 


the Will- from’ God, then the Life of the Soul would not truft God any further, but: 


E ta 


The Way from Darknefs to True Illumination. © n5 

. nefs of God, and atcragted to itfelf the four Elements and their Effence, and brought 
itfelf into the Condition of the Bealts ; and fo the Life became dark, empty, and wrath- 
ful; and the heavenly Virtues and Colours went out, like a Candle extinguifhed, 

Thirdly, there awoke in this fiery Life the ftinging thorny Luft of Envy; a hellifh 

Poifon, a Property which all Devils have, and a Torment which makes the Life a meer — 

. Enmity to God, and to all Creatures. Which Envy raged furioufly in the Defire of 
Covetoufnefs, as a venomous Sting doth in the Body. Envy cannot endure, but hateth 
and would hurt or deftroy that which Covetoufnefs cannot draw to itfelf, by which 
hellith Paffion the noble Love of the Soul is Ímothered. ; 

Fourthly, there awoke in this fiery Life a Torment like Fire, viz. Anger; which 

would murther and remove out of the Way all who would not be fubjeét to Pride. Thus 
the Ground and Foundation of Hell, which is called the Anger of God, was wholly 
manifefted in this Soul. Whereby it loft the fair Paradife of God and the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and became fuch a Worm as the fiery Serpent was, which the Devil prefented 
to it in his own J a and Likenefs. And fo the Soul began to rule on Earth in a Bettial 
Manner, and did all Things according to the Will of the Devil; living in meer Pride, 
Covetouíneís, Envy, and Anger, "having no longer any true Love towards God. But 
there arofe in the Stead thereof an evil beftial Love of filthy Lechery, Wantonnefs, and 
Vanity, and there was no Purity left in the Heart; for the Soul had forfaken Paradife, 
and taken the Earth into its Poffeffion. Its Mind was wholly bent upon cunning Know- 
ledge, Subtilty, and getting together a Multitude of earthly Things. No Righteouf- 
nefs nor Virtue remained in it at all; but whatfoever Evil and Wrong it committed, it 
covered all cunningly and fubtilly under the Cloak of its Power and Authority by Law, 
and called it by the Name of Right and Juítice, and accounted it good. 


The Devil came to the Soul. 


Upon this the Devil drew near to the Soul, and brought it on from one Vice to 
‘another, for he had taken it captive in his Effence, and fet Joy and Pleafure before it 
therein, faying thus to it: Behold now thou art powerful, mighty, and noble, endeavour 
to be greater, richer, and more powerful ftill. Difplay thy Knowledge, Wit, and Sub- 
tilty, that every one may fear thee, and ftand in Awe of thee, and that thou mayeft be 
refpected, and get a great Name in the World, 


The Soul did fo. 


The Soul did as the Devil counfelled it, and yet knew not that its Counfellor was the 
Devil; but thought it was guided by its own Knowledge, Wit, and Underftanding, 
and that it did very well and right all the while. = 


Jefus Chrift met with the Soul. 


The Soul going on in this Courfe of Life, our. dear and loving Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who was come into this World with the Love and Wrath of God, to deftroy the Works 
of the Devil, and to execute Judgement upon all ungodly Deeds, on a Time met with 
it, and fpake by a ftrong Power, viz. by his Paffion and Death into it, and deftroyed 
the Works of the Devil in it, and difcovered to it the Way to his Grace, and fhone 
upon it with his Mercy, calling it to return and repent ; and promifing that he would 
then deliver it from that monftrous deformed Shape or Image which it had gotten, and 
bring it into Paradife again. ioe og E 
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` How Chrif wrought in the Soul. BOP a 


| Now when the Spark of the Love of God; or the Divine Light, was accordingly 


| and forfake Vanity, and thou fhalt attain my Grace. 


manifefted in the Soul, it prefently faw itfelf with its Will and Works to be in Hell, in 
the Wrath of God, and found that it was a mifhapen ugly Moníter in the Divine Pre- 
fence and the Kingdom of Heaven ; at which it was fo affrighted, that it fell into the 
greateft Anguiíh poffible, for the Judgement of God was manifefted in it. 


e What Chrift faid. ae ee 
Upon this the Lord Chrift fpake into it with the Voice of his Grace, and faid, Repent 


4 


r 


| -What the Soul faid. 
© Then the Soul in its ugly mifhapen Image, with the defiled Coat of Vanity, went 


_ before God, and entreated for Grace and the Pardon of its Sins, and came to be 


ftrongly perfuaded in itfelf, that the Satisfaction and Atonement of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift did belong to it. But the evil Properties of the Serpent, formed in the Aftral 
Spirit, or Reafon of the ourward Man, would not fuffer the Will of the Soul to come 
before God, but brought their Luíts and Inclinations thereinto. For thofe evil Pro- 
perties would not die to their own Luíts, nor leave the World, for they were come out 
of the World, and therefore they feared the Reproach of it, in cafe they fhould foríake 
their worldly Honour and Glory. ; 

But the poor Soul turned its Countenance towards God, and defired Grace from him, 


even that he would beftow his Love upon it. 


The Devil came to it again. 
. But when the Devil faw that the Soul thus prayed to God, and would enter into Ree 
entance, he drew near to it, and thruft the Inclinations of the earthly Properties into 
its Prayers, and difturbed its good Thoughts and Defires which preffed forward towards 
God, and drew them back again to earthly Things that they might have no Accefs 10 
him. y 
f The Soul fighed. , i 
The central Will of the Soul indeed fighed after God, but the Thoughts arifing in the 
Mind, that it fhould penetrate into him, were diftraéted, fcattered, and deltroyed, fo 
that they could not reach the Power of God. At which the poor Soul was ftill more 
affrighted, and began to pray more earneftly. But the Devil with his Defire took 
hold of the Mercurial kindled fiery Wheel of Life, and awakened the evil Properties, 
fo that evil or falíe Inclinations arofe in the Soul, and went into that Thing, wherein 


` they had taken moft Pleafure and Delight before. 


The poor Soul would very fain go forward to God with its Will, and therefore ufed 


_ all its Endeavours; but its Thoughts continually fled away from God into .carthly 
Things, and would not go to him. 


Upon this the Soul fizhed and bewailed itfelf to God; but was as if it were quite 
forfaken by him, and caít out from his Prefence. It could not get fo much as one Look 
of Grace, but was in meer Anguith, Fear and Terrour, and dreaded every Moment that 
‘the Wrath and fevere Judgement of God would be manifefted in it, and that the Devil 
would take hold of it and have it. And thereupon fell into fuch great Heavineís and 
Sorrow, that it became weary of all the temporal Things, which before were its chief 
Joy and Happincís. - 


The Way from Darknefs to True Illumination. 

The earthly natural Will indeed defired thofe Things ftill, but the Soul would wil- 

lingly leave them altogether, and defired to die to all temporal Luft and Joy whatfoever, 

and longed only after its Grit native Country, from whence it originally came. But 
found itielf to be far from thence, in great Diftreisand Want, and knew not what to do 

yet refolved to enter into itfelf, and try to pray more carneítly. E 


: The Devils Oppofition. 


But the ‘Devil oppofed it, and with-held it fo that it could not bring itfelf no any 


greater Fervency of Repentance. ; A e ; 
He awakened the earthly Lufts in its Heart, that they might ftill keep their evil 
Nature. and falfe Right therein, and fet them at Variance with the new-born Will and 
Defire of the Soul. For they would not die to their own Will and Light, but would 
ftill maintain their temporal Pleafures, and fo kept the poor Soul captive in their evil 
Defires, that it could not ftir, though it fighed and longed never fo much after the Grace 
of God. For whenfoever it prayed, or offered to preis forward towards God, then the 
Lufts of the Fleth fwallowed up-the Rays and Ejaculations that went forth from it, and 
brought -them away from God into earthly Thoughts, that it might not partake of 
Divine Strength. Which caufed the poor Soul to think itlelf forfaken of God, not 
knowing that he was fo near it, and did thus attract it. Alfo the Devil got Accefs to 
it, and entered into the fiery Mercury, or fiery Wheel of its Life, and mingled his Defires 
with the earthly Luíts of the Fleíh, and tempted the poor Soul; faying to it in the 
earthly Thoughts, Why dof thou pray? Doft thou think that God knoweth thee or regard- 
«lb thee? Confider but what Thoughts thou baft in bis Prefence, are they not altogether evil? 
Thou baft no Faith or Belief in God at all, bow then feculd be bear thee? He beareth thee 
xot, leave off; why wilt thou needlefsly torment and vex thyfelf? Thou baf Time enough to 


repent at Leifure. Wilt thou be mad? Do but look upon the World, I pray thee, a little y - 


deth.it not live in Follity and Mirth ? yes it will be faved well encugh for all that. Hath not 
Chrift paid the Ranfom and fatisfyed for all Men? Thou needeft only perfuade and comfort thy- 
Self shat it is done for thee, and then thou foals be faved. Thou canjt not poffibly in this World 
come to any Feeling of God; therefore leave off, and take Care for thy Body, and look after 
temporal Glory ? What dof tkou fuppofe will become of thee, if thou turn to be fo fupid and 
melancholy? Theu wilt be the Scorn ef every Body, and they will laugh at thy Folly, and fo 
thou wilt fpcnd thy Days in meer Sorrow and Heavinefs, which is pleafing neither to God nor 


Nature. I pray thee, lock upon the Beauty of the World, for God bath created and placed 


thee in it, to be a Lord over all Creatures, and to rule them. Gather Store of temporal Goods 
befereband, that thou mazeft not be Lebolien to the World, or fiand in Need bereafter. And 
when Old Age cometh, or that thou grorwejt near thy End, then prepare thyfelf for Repentance. 
God will fave thee, and receive thee into the beavenly Manfions then. There ss no Need of Juch 
ado in vexing, bewailing, and flirring up thyfelf, es thou makef. 


"The Condition of the Soul. 

In thefe and the like Thoughts the Soul was enfnared by the Devil, and brought into 
the Lufts of the Fleth, and earthly Defires; and fo bound as it were with Fetters and 
ftrong Chains, that it did not know what to do. It looked back a little into the World 
and the Pleafures thereof, but fill felt in kfelf a Hunger after Divine Grace, and would 
always rather enter into Repentance, and Favour with God. For the Hand of God had 
touched and bruifed it, and therefore it could reít no where; but always fighed in itfelf 
after Sorrow for-the Sins it had committed, and would fain be rid of them. Yet could 


‘not get true Repentance, or even the Knowledge of Sin, though it had a mighty Hunger . 


and longing Delire after fuch penitential Sorrow. 
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The Way from Darknefs to True ITluminationi 
-The Soul being thus heavy and fad, and finding no Remedy or Reft; began to cat 
about where it might find a fit Place to perform true Repentance in,: where it might be 
free from Bufinefs, Cares, and the Hinderances of the- World; and alfo by what Means 
it might win-the Favour of God. And at length purpofed to betake itielf to fome pri- 
vate folitary Place, and give over all worldly Employments and temporal Things ; and 
hoped, that by being bountiful and pitiful to the Poor, it fhould obtain God’s Mercy, 
Thus did it devife all Kinds of Ways to get Reft, and gain the Love, Favour, and Grace 
of God again. But all would not do; for its worldly Bufinefs {till followed it in the 
Lufts of the Flefh, and it was enfnared in the Net of the Devil now, as well as before, 


‘and could not.actain Rete And though for a little while it was fomewhat cheared with 


earthly Things, yet prefently it fell to be as fad and heavy again, as it was before., The 
Truth was, it felt the awakened Wrath of God in itfelf, but knew not how that came to 


país, nor what it ailed. For many Times great Trouble and Terror fell upon it, which 


made it comfortlefs, fick, and faint with very Fear; fo mightily did the firit bruifing it 


, with the Ray or Influence of the Stirring of Grace work upon it. And yet it knew not 
that Chriít was in the Wrath and fevere Juftice of God, and fought therein with Satan 


~ that Spirit of Error, which was incorporated in Soul and Body; nor underítood that the 


` not partake of his Power, Virtue, and Strength. 


- Hunger and Defire to turn and repent came from Chrift himfelf, by which it was drawn 


in this Manner ; neither did it know what hindered that it could not yet attain to Divine 
Feeling. lt knew not that itfelf was a Moniter, and did bear the Image of the Serpent, 
in which the Devil had fuch Power and Acceís to it, and had confounded all its good 
Defires, Thoughts, and Motions, and brought them away from God and Goodneís; con- 
cerning which Chrift himfelf faid, The Devil fnatcbeth the Word out of their Hearts, kh 
they foculd believe and be faved, . 5... i x ade 4 
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EN An enlightened and regenerate Soul met the difireffed Sou, E 
`` By the Providence of God, an enlightened and regenerate Soul met this poor afflicted 


and diftreffed Soul, and faid, E la 
¿ Whataileft thou, thou diftreffed Soul, that thou art fo reftlefs and troubled? 


oe rhe difirefed Soul anfwered, 


The Creator hath hid his Countenance from me, fo that I cannot eome to his Rett ; 
therefore I am thus troubled, and know not what I fhall do to get his Loving-kindnefs 


hou ie 4 


again, For great Cliffs and Rocks lie in my Way to his Grace, fo that I cannot come to 


him. Though I figh and long after him never fo much, yet I am kept back, that I can- 


. "> The enlightened Soul faid, * i 

Thou beareft the monftrous Shape of the Devil, and art clothed therewith; in which, 
being his own Property or Principle, he bath Accefs or Power of Enterance into thee, 
and thereby keepeth thy Will from penetrating into God. For if thy Will might pene- 
trate into God, it would be anointed with the higheft Power and Strength-ot God, in 
the Refurreétion of our Lord Jefus Chrift; and that Unction would break in Pieces the 
Monfter which thou carrieft about thee; and thy firft Image of Paradife would revive in 
the Centre; which would deflroy the Devil's Power therein, and thou wouldit become 
an Angel again. And becaufe the Devil envieth thee this Happinefs, he holdeth thee 
captive in his Defire in the Lufts of the Fleíh; from which if thou art not delivered, 
thou wils be feparated from God, and caníl never enter into our Society. | 


2 


f 
F 
f 


: l The difirefed Soal terrified. - 
At this Speech: the poor diftreffed Soul was fo terrified and amazed, that it could not 
k one Word more. When it found that it ftood in the Form and Condition of the 
nt, which feparated it from God; and that the Devil wes fo nigh it in that: Con- 


over it thereby, that it was near Damnation, and fticking faft in the Abyfs or bottomleís 
Pit of Hell, in the Anger of God ; it would have even defpaired of Divine Mercy ; but 
that the Power, Virtue, and Strength of the firft Stirring ot the Grace of God, which had 
before bruifed the Soul, upheld and preferved it from total Defpair. But {till it wreftled 
in itfelf between Hope and Doubt ; whatfoever Hope built up, that Doubt threw down 

vain. And thus was it agitated with fuch continual Diiquiet, that at laft the World and 
all the Glory thereof became loathfome to it, neither would it enjoy worldly Pleafures 
any more ; and yet for all this, could it not come to Ret. 


_ The enlightened Soul came again, and fpoke to the troubled Soul 


Ona Time the enlightened Soul came again to this Soul, and finding it {till in fo great 
Trouble, Anguiíh, and Grief of Mind, faid to it, 

What doft thou? Wilt thou deftroy thyfelf in thy Anguifh and Sorrow? Why doft 
torment thyfelf in thy own Power and Will, who art but a Worm, feeing thy Torment 
increafeth thereby more and more ? Yea, if thou fhouldft fink thyfelf down to the Bot- 
tom of the Sea, or couldít fly to the uttermoft Coafts of the Morning, or raife thyfelf 
above the Stars, yer thou wouldft not be releafed. For the more thou grieveft, torment- 
eft, and troubleft thytelf, the more painful thy Nature will be; and yet thou wilt not be: 
able to come to Rett. For thy Power is quite loft ; and as a dry Stick burnt to a Coal. 
‘cannot grow green and {pring atrefh by its own Power, nor get Sap to flourifh again with 
other Trees and Plants; fo neither canft thou reach the Place of God by thy own Power 
and Strength, and transform thyfelf into that Angelical Image which thou hadít at firt- 
For in Reípeét to God thou art withered and dry, like a dead Plant that hath loft its. 
Sap and Strength, and fo art become a dry tormenting Hunger. Thy Properties are 
like Heat and Cold, which continually ftrive one againít the other, and can never unite, 


‘ fons iuni I Te diftreffed Soul faid; 
- What then fhall I do to bud forth again, and recover the firft Life, wherein I was at 
Reft before I became an Image? 2 ao l 
EERE SE vı Tbe enlightened Soul faid,. +. i = 

"Thou fhalt do nothing at all but foriake thy own Will, viz. that which thou calleft Z. 
or thyfelf. By which Means all thy evil Properties will grow weak, faint, and ready to- 
die; andl then thou wilt fink down again into that One Thing, from which thou art ori- 
ginally fprung. For now thou lieft captive in the Creatures ; but if thy Will forfaketh: 
them, the Creatures, with their evil Inclinations, will die in thee, which at prefent ftay’ 
and hinder thee, that thou canít not come to God. But if thou takeít this Courie, thy 
God will meet thee with his infinite Love, which he hath manifeíted in Chrift Jefus in 
the Humanity, oy human Nature... And that will impart Sap, Life, and Vigour to thees. 
whereby thou mayelt bud, fpring, flourifh again, and rejoice in the Living God, as a. 
‘Branch’ growing on his true Vine, And fo thou wilt at length recover the Image of: 
God, and be delivered from the Image or Condition of the Serpents- Then fhalt thow 
«que to be my Brother, and have Felloyship with the Angele. do ict i es 
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dition, who injected evil Thoughts into the Will of the Soul, and had fo much Power | 
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, Tbe Way from Darknefs to True Illumination. 
_ 73 Sbe poor Sout faid, 


i How can I forfake my Will, fo that the Creatures which lodge therein may die, fecing 


. 


‘ ”.or 


I muĝ be in the World, and alfo have Need of it as long as | live? ae a 
| | The enlightened Soul faid, © 5° 0 


: Now thou haft worldly Power and Riches, which thou poffeffeft as thy own, to do what 


thou wilt with, and regardeft not how thou getteít or uleft the fame ; employing them 
iin the Service and Indulgence of thy carnal and vain Defires. Nay, though thou feeft the 
¿poor and needy Wretch, who wanteth thy Help, and is thy Brother, yet thou helpeft 
chim not, but layeft heavy Burdens upon him, by requiring more of him than his Abil- 
¿ties will bear, or his Neceffities afford ; and opprefictt him, by forcing him to {pend his 
¿Labour and Sweat for thee, and the Gratification of thy voluptuous Will. ‘Thou art 
morcover proud, and infulteft over him, and behaveft roughly and fternly to him, exalt- 
ing thyfelf above him, and making fmall Account of him in Reípeét of thyfelf. Then 
that poor opprefied Brother of thine cometh, and complaineth with Sighs towards God, 
that he cannot reap the Benefit of his Labour and Pains, but is forced by thee to live in 
Mitery. By which Sighings and Groanings of his he raifeth up the Wrath of God in 
„thee; which maketh thy Flame and Unquietneis ftill the greater. Thefe are the Creatures 
«which thou art in Love with, and haft broken thyfelf olf from God for their Sakes, and 
brought thy Love into them, or them into thy Love, fo that they live therein, -Thou 
nourilheít and kecpelt them by continually receiving them into thy Defire, for they live 
in and by thy receiving them into thy Mind; becauíe thou thereby bringeit the Lukt of 
ithy Life into them. They are but unclean, filthy, and evil Births, and Iffues of the 
Eeftial Nature, which yet, by thy receiving them in thy Luft or Defire, have gotten an 
Image, and formed themielves in thee. And that Image is a Beaft with four Heads: 
Firít, Pride. Secondly, Covetou/nefs. Thirdly, Envy. Fourthly, Arger, And in thee 
four Properties the Foundation of Hell confifteth, which thou carrieft in thee and about 
„thee. It is imprinted and engraven in thee, and thou art wholly taken Captive thereby. 
‘For thefe Properties live in thy natural Life, and thereby thou art fevered from God, 


neither can{t thou ever come to him, unlefs thou fo foríake thefe evil Creatures that they - | 


‘may die in thee. 
But fince thou defireft me to tell thee how to forfake thy own perverfe creaturely Will, 


that the Creatures might die, and that yet thou mighteft live with them in the World. 
J muft affure thee that there is but one Way todo it, which is narrow and frraight, and 
will be very hard and irkfome to thee at the Beginning, but afterwards thou wilt walk in 
it chearfully. : ae ae 

_ Thou mutt ferioufly confider, that in the Courfe of this worldly Life thou walkeft in 
«the Anger of God and in the Foundation of Hell; and that this is not thy true native 

“Country; but that a Chriftian fhould, and mutt live in Chrift, and in his Walking truely 


"Follow him; and that he cannot be a Chriftian, unlefs the Spirit and Power of Chrift fo 


‘five in him, that he becometh wholly fubjeé to it. Now feeing the Kingdom of Chrit 
Mis not of this World, but in Heaven, therefore thou muft always be in a contineal Af 
“cenfion towards Heaven, if thou wilt follow Chrift; though thy Body muft dwell among 
‘the Creatures and ufe them. >: ND A e 

The narrow Way to which perpetual Afcenfion into Heaven and Imitation of Chrift 


. è 


“is this: Thou muft defpair of all thy'own Power and Strength, for in and by thy own 


Power thou canít not reach the Gates of God; and firmly purpofe and refoive wholly to 
“give thyfelf up to the Mercy of God, and to fink down with thy whole Mind and Realon 
into the Paffion and Death of our Lord Jefus Chrift, always defiring to perfevete in tke 
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fame, and to die from all thy Creatures therein. Alfo thou muft refolve to watch and 
guard thy Mind, Thoughts, and Inclinations that they admit no Evil intothem, neither 
mutt thou fuffer thyfelf to be held faft by temporal Honour or Profit. Thou muft re- 
folve likewife to put away from thee all Unrighteouinefs, an whatfoever elfe may hinder 
the Freedom of thy Motion and Progreís. Thy Will muft be wholly pure, and fixed in 
a firm Refolution never to return to its old Idols any more, but that thou wilt that very 
Inftant leave them, and feparate thy Mind from them, and enter into the fincere Way of 
Truth and Righteoufnefs, according to the plain and full Doétrine of Chrift. And as 
thou doft thus purpofe to forfake the Enemies of thine own inward Nature, fo thou muft 
alfo forgive all thy outward Enemies, and refolve to meet them with thy Love; that 
there may be left no Creature, Perfon, or Thing at all able to take hold of thy Will 
and captivate it; but that it may be fincere, and purged from all Creatures. Nay fur- 
ther; if it Should be required, thou muft be willing and ready to foríake all thy tem- 

ral Honour and Profit for Chrift's Sake, and regard nothing that is earthly fo as to fet 
thy Heart and Affeétions upon it; but efteem thyfelf in wha:foever State, Degree, and 
Condition thou art, as to worldly Rank or Riches, to, be but a Servant of God and of 
thy Fellow-Chriftians; or as a Steward in the Office wherein thy Lord hath placed thee. 
All Arrogance and Self-Exaltation muft be humbled, brought low, and fo annihilated 
that nothing of thine own or of any other Creature may {tay in thy Will to bring thy 
Thoughts or Imagination to be fet upon it. z 

Thou muft alfo firmly imprefs it on thy Mind, that thou fhalt certainly partake of the 
promifed Grace in the Merit of Jefus Chrift, viz. of his outñowing Love, which indeed 
is already in thee, and which will deliver thee from thy Creatures, and enlighten thy 
Will, and kindle it with the Flame of Love, whereby kou fhalt have Victory over the- 


Devil. Not as if thou couldít will or do any Thing in thine own Strength, but only 


enter into the Suffering and Refurreétion of Jefus Chrift, and take them to thyfelf, and. 
with them affault and break in Pieces the Kingdom of the Devil in thee, and mortify- 
thy Creatures. Thou muft refolve to enter into this Way this very Hour, and never to. 
depart from it, but willingly to fubmit thyfelf to God in all thy Endeavours and Doings, 
that he may do with thee what he pleafeth. 
When thy Will is thus prepared and refolved, it hath then broken through its own: 
Creatures, and is fincere in the Prefence of God, and clothed with the Merits of Jefus 


Chrift. It may then freely go to the Father with the Prodigal Son, and fall down in his - 


Prefence and pour forth its Prayers; and putting forth all its Strength in this Divine 
Work, confefs its Sins and Difobedience; and how far it hath departed from God.. 
This muft be done not with bare Words, but with all its Strength, which indeed amount- 
eth only to a ftrong Purpofe and Refolution ; for the Soul of itfelf hath no Strength or: 
Power to effect any good Work. ` 


Now when thou art thus ready, and that thy heavenly Father fhall fee thy coming and. 


returning to him in fuch Repentance and Humility, he will inwardly fpeak to thee, and 
fay in thee, Bebold, this is my Son which I bad loft, be was dead and is alive again. And 
he will come to meet thee in thy Mind with the Grace and Love of Jeius Chrift, and 
embrace thee with the Beams of his Love, and kifs thee with his Spirit and Strength 5, 
and then thou fhalt receive Grace to pour out thy Confeflion before him, and to pray 
powerfully. This indeed is the right Place where thou muft wreítle in the Light of : his. 
Countenance. And if thou ftandeit refolutely here, and fhrinkeft not back, thou fhalt. 
fee or feel great Wonders. For thou fhalt find Chrift in thee aflaulting Hell, and crufh-. 
ing thy Beafts in-Pieces, and that a great Tumult and Mifery will arife in thee; alfo» 
thy fecret undifcovered Sins will then firít awake, and labour to feparate thee from God, 
g to keep thee back. Thus fhalt thou trucly find and feel how Death and. Life. ight: 
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‘ _ sone-againft the other, and fhalt underftand by what paffeth within thyfelf, what Heaven 


and Hell are. Atall which be not moved, but ftand firm and fhrink not; for at length 
all chy Creatures will grow faint, weak, and ready to dic; and then thy Will fhall wax 
. ftronger, and be able to fubdue and keep down the evil Inclinations. So fhall thy Will 
“and Mind afcend into Heaven every Day, and thy Creatures gradually die away. Thou 
_ wilt get a Mind wholly new, and begin to be a new Creature, and getting rid of the 
Beftial Deformity, recover the Divine Image. Thus fhalt thou be delivered from thy 
preíent Anguifh, and return to thy original Reft. . 


The poor Soul's Prakice. 


` Then the poor Soul began to praétife this Courfe with fuch Earneftnefs, that it con- 
‘ceived it fhould get the Victory prefently; but it found that the Gates of Heaven were 
fhut againft it in its own Strength and Power, and it was as it were, rejected and forfaken 
‘by God, and received not fo much as one Look or Glimpíe of Grace from him. Upon 
which it faid to itfelf, Surely thou baf not fincerely fubmitted tkyfelf to God. Defire nothing 
at all of bim, but only fubmit thyfelf to bis Judgement and Condemnation, that be may kill thy 
evil Inclinations. Sink down into bim beyond the Limits of Nature and Creature, and fubmit 
thyfelf to bim, that be may do with thee what be will, for thou art not worthy to fotak to bim. 
Accordingly the Soul took a Refolution to fink down, and to forfake its own Will; and 
when it had done fo, there fell upon it prefently the greateft Repentance that could be 
for the Sins it had committed; and it bewailed bitterly its ugly Shape, and was truely 
and deeply forry that the evil Creatures did dwell in it. And becaufe of its Sorrow it 
could not fpeak one Word more in the Prefence of God, but in its Repentance did con- 
fider the bitter Paffion and Death of Jefus Chrift, viz. what great Anguiíh and Torment 
he had fuffered for its Sake, in order to deliver it out of its Anguiíh, and change it into 
the Image of God. In which Confideration it wholly funk down, and did nothing but 
complain of its Ignorance and Negligence, and that it had not been thankful to its 
Redeemer, nor once confidered the great Love he had fhewn to it, but had idly fpent its 
Time, and not at all regarded how it might come to partake of his purchafed and prof- 
fered Grace; but inftead thereof had formed in itfelf the Images and Figures of earthly 
Things, with the vain Lufts and Pleafures of the World. Whereby it had gotten fuch 
Beftial Inclinations, that now it muft lie Captive in great Mifery, and for very Shame 
dared not lift up its Eyes to God, who hid the Light of his Countenance from it, and 
would not fo much as look uponit. And as it was thus fighing and crying, it was drawn 
into the Abyfs or Pit of Horror, and laid it as it were at the Gates of Hell, there to 
p Upon which the poor troubled Soul was, asit were, bereft of Senfe, and wholly 

orfaken, fo that it in a Manner forgot all its Doings, and would willingly yield itfelf to 
«Death, and ceafe to be a Creature. Accordingly it did yield itfelf to Death, and defired 
mE elfe but to die and perifh in the Death of its Redeemer Jefus Chrift, who had 
fuffered fuch Torments and Death for its Sake. And in this perifhing it began to figh 
and pray in itfelf very inwardly to the Divine Goodnefs, and to fink down into the meer 
Mercy of God. 

Upon this there fuddenly appeared unto it the amiable Countenance of the Love of 
God, which penetrated through it as a great Light, and made it exceedingly joyful. It 
then began to pray aright, and to thank the Molt High for fuch Grace, and to rejoice 
abundantly, that it was delivered from the Death and Anguith of Hell. Now ft tated ` 
of the Sweetnefs of God, and of his promifed Truth; and now all the evil Spirits 
which had harraffed it before, and kept it back from the Grace, Love, and inward Pre- 
fence of God, were forced to depart from it, The Wedding of the Lamb was now kept 

and folemnized, that is, the Noble Sophia efpoufed or betrothed hertelf to the Soul; 
: re aot 
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and the Seal-Ring of Chrift’s Vitory was impreffed into its Effence, and it was received’ 
to be a Child and Heir of God again. 

When this was done, the Soul became very joyful, and began to work in this new 
Power, and to celebrate with Praife the Wonders of God, and thought thenceforth to 
walk continually in the fame Light, Serength, and Joy. But it was foon affaulted; from. 
witbout, by the Shame and Reproach of the World, and from within, by great Tempta- 
tion, fo that it began to doubt whether its Ground was truely from God, and whether it 
had really partaken of his Grace. For the Accufer Satan went to it, and would fain. 
lead it out of this Courfe, and make it doubtful whether it was the true Way; whifper-. 
ing thus to it inwardly, This happy Change in thy Spirit is not from God, but only from. 
thine own Imagination. Alío the Divine Light retired in the Soul, and fhone but in the- 
inward Ground, as Fire raked up in Embers, fo that Reafon was pe-vlexed, and thought: 
itfelf forfaken, and the Soul knew not what had happened to itfelf, nor whether it had: 
really and truely tafted of the heavenly Gift or not. Yet it could not leave off (trug- 
gling; for the burning Fire of Love was fown in it, which had raifed in it a vehement 
and continual Hunger and Thirft after the Divine Sweetnefs. So at length it began ta. 
pray aright, and to humble itfelf in the Prefence of God, and to examine and try its. 
evil Inclinations and Thoughts, and to put them away. By which Means the Will of” 
Reafon was broken, and the evil Inclinations inherent in it were killed, and extirpated 
more and more. This Procefs was very fevere and painful to the Nature of the Body, 
for it made it faint and weak, as if it had been very fick; and yet it was no natural’ 
Sicknefs that it had, but only the Melancholy of its earthly Nature, teeling and lament- 
ing the Deftruction of its evil Lufts. ; 

Now when the earthly Reafon found itfelf thus forfaken, and the poor Soul faw that. 
it was defpifed outwardly, and derided by the World, becaufe it would walk no longer 
in the Way of Wickednefs and Vanity; and alfo that it was inwardly affaulted by the 
Accufer Satan, who mocked it, and continually fet before it the Beauty, Riches, and. 
Glory of the World, and called it a Fool for not embracing them ; it began to think and 
fay thus within itfelf : O eternal God! What fhall I now do to come to Ref ? , 


| The enlightened Soul met it again, and {poke to it. | 
While it was in this Confideration, the Enlightened Soul met with it again; and faid,’, 
What aileft thou, my Brother, that thou art fo heavy and fad? . E 


. The difirefed Soul 'faid,. 
I have followed thy Counfel, and thereby attained a Ray, or Emanation of the Divine- 
Sweetnefs, but it is gone from me again, and I am now deferted. Moreover I have out-. 
wardly very great Tryals and Afflictions in the World; for all my good Friends forfake- 


gad fcorn me; and am alfo inwardly affaulted with Anguifh, and Doubt, and know not: _ 


what to do. 
The enlightened Soil faid, 

Now I like thee very well; for now our beloved Lord Jefus Chrift is performing that: 
Pilgrimage or Procefs on Earth with thee and in thee, which he did himlelf when he was 
in this World, who was continually reviled, defpifed, and evil fpoken of, and had nothing , 
of his own in it; and now thou beareft his Mark or Badge. But do not wonder at ir, 
or think it ftrange ; for it muft be fo,-in order that thou mayeft be tryed, refined, and, 
purified. In this Anguifh and Diftrefs thou wilt neceffarily hunger and cry after Deli-. 
verance; and by fuch Hunger and Prayer thou wilt. attraét Grace to thee bath from, 
within and from without. For thou muft oe from above and from beneath to be thee 
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¿Image of God again. Juft-as a young Plant is agitated by the Wind, and muft ftand 
‘its Ground in Heat and Cold, drawing Strength and Virtue to it from above and from 


. beneath by that Agitation, and muft endure many a Tempeit, and undergo much Danger 


before it can come to be a Tree, and bring forth Fruit. For through that Agitation the 

Virtue of the Sun moveth in the Plant, whereby its wild Properties come to be penetrated 

and tinctured with the Solar Virtue, and grow thereby: ee: 

And this is the Time wherein thou muit play the Part of a valiant Soldier in the Spirit 
f Chrift, and co-operate thyfelf therewith. For now the Eternal Father by his fiery 

Power begetteth his Son in thee, who changeth the Fire of the Father, namely, the firít 


| Principle, or wrathful Property of the Soul, into the Flame of Love, fo that out of 


Fire and Light, (viz. Wrath and Love), there cometh to be one Effence, Being, or 
Subftance, which is the true Temple of God. And now thou fhalt bud forth out of 


- the Vine Chrift, in the Vineyard of God, and bring forth Fruit in thy Lire, and by 


affifting and inftructing others, thew forth thy Love in Abundance, as a good Tree. For 
Paradile muft thus {pring up again in thee, through the Wrath of God, and Hell be 
changed into Heaven in thee. Therefore be not difmayed at the Temptations of the 


" Devil, who feeketh and ftriveth for the Kingdom which he once had in thee ; but, hav- 


ing now loft it, muft be confounded, and depart from thee. And he covereth thee out. 
wardly with the Shame and Reproach of the World, that his own Shame may not be 
known, and that thou mayeít be hidden to the World. For with thy New Birth or re- 
generated Nature thou art in the Divine Harmony in Heaven. Be patient therefore, and 
wait upon the Lord ; and whatfoever fhall befall thee, take it all from his Hands, as 
intended by him for thy higheft Good. And fo the enlightened Soul departed from it. 


be ae . The difirefed Souls Courfe. 


The diftreffed Soul began its Couríe now under the patient Suffering of Chrift, and 
‘depending folely upon the Strength and Power of God in it, entered into Hope, 
Thenceforth it grew flronger every Day, and its evil Inclinations died more and more in 
it. So that it arrived at length to a high State or Degree of Grace ; and the Gates of 
the Divine Revelation, and the Kingdom of Heaven, were opened to, and manifetted 
in it, . E , 

And thus the Soul through Repentanee, Faith, and Prayer, returned to its original and 
‘true Reft, and became a right and beloved Child of God again; to which may he of his 


infinite Mercy help us all. Amen. a 
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